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‘These women
put their hearts
into writing

By Nancy Pate

A lifesaving burden

In Mogadishu, a Somali dockworker car-
ries a 120-pound bag of American
Monday. Ships carrying grain and cook-
ing oil arrived at the Somalian capital's
port Monday. Meanwhile, in Addls Ababa,
Ethiopia, U.N. Secretary-Genel

Boutros-Ghali met with Somali warlords
for peace talks. At least 1 person was

killed in a

rice

ral Boutros

near their meet-

ing place. Story, A-7.

Chiles’ aim:
Health care
for all by '95

[JBut the governor’s plan 2 S

faces obstacles: Elements | Chiles plan
must be approved by the Cost y
Legislature and insurers |nm‘imuuum o

along dlﬂ:m
a
humvwhtthﬂwinhh‘u-
this month.
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Weathered memories
Talk about the weather — really.
1992 was the year of am lx
tremes In Orlando area. It
soggy, sizzling and stormy. Vou
might remember other days, but
Center

the National Met
had 2 highiights: Freak halstorms

on March 6 and 25.
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House Speaker Bo Johnson, D- L

louse Speaker johnson, S TR VY
Milton, said containing heaith- '”"'“’“‘m"“"““ o ey
care costs is a top priority with

lawmakers and he intends to work 1 b avualy

closely with Chiles and Senate “"“"'P;:"

leaders to come up with an accept- IW”W leaped 152

able plan. percent from $962 in 1980 10 $2.427
A warning was sounded by Blue | 1990

Cross Blue Shield of Florida, one of | Source Aganey for Hoath Gare Adminstraton.

the state’s primary health AR TaCT

which predicts that the plan would TS

be worked out between the state,

"Wi(houl massive increases in
¥ supgpor for the Medicaid

health-care interests and the busi-
ness community.

tions in the plan, the Decambits
1994 target for universal access is
unachievable,” the statement said.
The governor's 100-point inter-
im health-care reform plan was
developed by his Agency for
Health Care Administration and

The of the phn is Vhe
creation of stat

nity hellt.h purchasing l.llnnces

one that has cut health

oets for & number of Orlando area

businesses. The Legislature must

approve this proposal because it

would violate present anti-trust
based on recommendations pre-  laws.
sented at a November health-care

summit. Many details still need to Please see HEALTH, A4

Freshmen breaking congressional records

By Kathy Hensley Trumbull

FORT LAUDEROALE SUN-SENTINEL

Just 19, he’s near[g
top of Capitol Hill

[JWhen 123 newcomers are sworn in
today, Congress will have more minority
and women members than ever before.
By Anne Groer

'SENTINEL WASHINGTON BUREAU

But Ellen-
bogen, who
ends his

WASHINGTON — Henry El-
lenbogen has a million-dollar
budget, a staff of 15 and respon-
sibility for helping his boss an-
swer to 555,000 South Florida
residents.

Ellenbogen is 19.

As administrative assistant to
Rep.-elect tsch, Ellen-
bogen mly be the youn;est
that tif

person ever
CaplmlHi.ll.Mhnnmmeln
remember someone that young

performing the pressure-filled
job.

WASHINGTON — The 103rd Congress convenes
today with the largest freshman class in the House of
Representatives since World War 11, and a record
number of black, Hispanic and women members.

Many of the newcomers were still moving into their
offices Monday while entertaining friends and family in

with ques-

tion marks Ellenbogen

as if to make sure the liste

is not lost, would rather ulk
goals

lbdu District
0 Democrat or his own strate-
n for building a congressional Judge won't block
office. Alcee Hastings’ marlng-ln: A4
“I never have spent much fl ~————

e ors et b Bockuss ot wialives! galiedes vedtocking the
: House floor are so small, each member has been giv-

en only two tickets. So there was much sci

for coveted passes from longtime lawmakers for

whom the oath of office is old hat.

Please see CONGRESS, A-4

lenbogen said.
“It's not really a question of
Please see AIDE, A-4
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‘Society more complex
than previously thought

MAYA from A-1

provide evidence of a burgeon-
ing middle class, the archeolo-
gists said.

“Prevalent theory said there
was an elite class that over-
worked society and a fed-up
peasant class,” said Arlen Chase.
“That’s just not the case. Maya
society is much more complex
than we thought.”

Such evidence is expected to
aid scholars who have sought an
explanation for the downfall of
the brilliant Maya people, who
produced remarkable architec-
ture, painting and sculpture
from 250 A.D. to about 900 A.D.

Early theories of the civiliza-
tion's collapse said a massive
peasant class revolted against an
oppressive, elite class. Although
that view has been challenged
recently, scholars lacked archae-
ological proof to dispute it.

But the Chases’ discovery —

~ Caracol

VIVAELYND

SENTINEL GRAPHIC

— studied astronomy and were
one of the first people in the
Western Hemisphere to develop
an ad d form of writing.

during their eighth dition to
Maya ruins — shows that such a
divisive rift did not exist. The
archaeologists found ‘“middle-
class” tombs — evidence that
prosperity was shared in Caracol
and that burial ceremonies were
not reserved for the privileged.

Tombs tell tales

The Chases based their find-
ings on excavations in the city’s
core and outlying areas that re-
vealed commoners’ tombs with
jade, pottery and ritual vessels
that had previously been associ-
ated only with the elite.

Scholars had once believed
that the elite received individual
tombs. But the Caracol findings
show that members of royal fam-
ilies, like commoners, shared
chambers or tombs.

The royal tomb the Chases un-
covered housed four people, all

A thriving city

The Caracol site covers 55
square miles. The Chases esti-
mate the city’s population may
have reached 180,000, making it
one of the largest in Maya histo-
ry. The couple’s work at the site
wnll be shuwn in two National

Sunday and later this month.
The Chases also uncovered
evidence of Caracol’s success at
warfare, including artifacts and
records documenting how Cara-
col defeated the city of Tikal,
once the civilization’s greatest
metropolis, in 562. The victory
brought wealth and population

“The spoils of war led to the
shared prosperity in Caracol,”
said Diane Chase.

Such explanations about how

resting on a plaster floor d
with jade flakes. Two men, one,
with a necklace of human teeth,
were found in the tomb. A wom-
an and an unidentified individ-
ual also were there.

The royal tomb as well as
those for the middle class all
held the same ‘“ritual deposits,”
such as urns, jewelry and shell
artifacts.
© “What they've been able to
show is that a continuum existed
from the lower end to the upper

‘end of society — and that differs -

greatly with prevalent thought,”
said Richard Leventhal, director
of the Institute of Archeology at
the University of California at
Los Angeles.

“They’ve filled out the picture
of societal organization in a
great Maya city,”” Leventhal
said

said.

The Maya people — who lived
in what is now Mexico and sev-
eral Central American countries

life ch d and was ducted
in Caracol is the most important
element of the Chases’ work,
said David Freidel, an anthropol-
ogy professor at Southern Meth-
odist University in Dallas.

“They have provided a history
as to how a middle class
emerged in a city,” said Freidel,
who specializes in Maya political
history and is preparing in Feb-
ruary to embark on his sixth
Maya expedition since 1986.

Military efforts might not only
have led to Caracol’s rise, but
also its fall, Freidel said. '

Kingdom falls, but why?

The archaeologist said the
Chases’ discovery provides evi-
dence of “intense, interkingdom
warfare” that eventually could
have led to the city’s demise.
That evidence includes artifacts
from ceremonies celebrating
military victories.

Leventhal, the UCLA archae-
ologlst agreed that the UCF pro-
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show that war-
fare cnntrlbuted to Maya ruin.
But he said more research must
be done to show whether it was
the primary cause for the fall of
the civilization.

“One answer that explains the
collapse — that’s not viable,” Le-
venthal said. “Warfare, environ-
mental degradation, societal
problems. ... I believe there
were interlinking factors.

“We haven’t figured out what
they all are yet, but the Chases
are pointing the way,” Leventhal
said.



