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PRIME MINISTER PRICE AND AMBASSADOR SHLAUDEMAM

The US Special Envoy | nister Mr Vernon Cour-
for Central America, br tenay.
Harry Shlaudeman made Topics discussed in-
a bricf visit to Belize clu:led the reconmenda-

on Tucsday, July 17.

tion for Belize made by

Mr Shlaudeman came to the hissinger Commis-
Belize at the request sion on which Ambassa-
of US President Ronald | dor Shlaudeman = served e . : s
Reagan and Scerctary of as oxccutiver diroctor, ] Visiting US b“sxn?ssmog posc f?r photographers
State, Mr Goorge Schul- SRl the Gurient stitas infront of the Public Buildings in Belize City

along with Primec Minister George Pricc(front row

tz. He conferred with C q ¢ - :

Pri 32 3.5 % of Zhe Contddora PXo centre). The group of 8 investors from diffe-
rime HNinister George cCSSe Uni S W a

B e Fana Foroign Mie rent parts of the United States met cdnesday

Major Postclassic
Maya Cache found
in Santa Rita

The discovery of a 500-year-old
cache of Maya ritual offerings on
the outskirts of Corozal Town was
amnounced July 12 by the Corozal
Postclassic Project and the
Department of Archeology.

A University of Central Flo.
rida expedition, funded by a
National Science Foundation
grant, recovered the depo
sit of three ceramic pie-
ces(photo) and smaller ob
Jects sealed in the core
of a Ppstclassic period
(A.D. 1350 = 1550) build-
ing in the eastern extent
of the site of Santa Ri-
ta, located in Corozal
Town,

Scores of Belizeans li-
ned the sides of the

with the Prime Minister in his Belize City Offi-
CeCe Present for the 45-minute discussion were
the US Ambassador to Belize, Mr Malcolm Barne-
bey, and the US AID Direcctor, (CONT'D ON PAGE A)

CHIEF JUSTICE:
Magistrates are (oo

lenient in drugs cases

BELIZE CITY - 17 JULY 1984: Chief Justice, Mr George Moe, Q.C., said in une
Supreme Court today that the Magistrates are not treating the offences again-
st the Drugs Ordinance as seriously as they should and that the sentences im-
posed by them do not sufficiently reflect the concern of the community and
the intention of the legislature. "It is true that one camnot say in advance
what the sentence is to be in any particular case but I must stress that the
Courts, both Superior and Inferior, have a duty to reflect this concern™ said
the Chief Justice.

These comments were made by the Chief Justice in a judgement on a Prose-
cution appeal against the sentence recently passed by the Corozal Magistrate.
Alberto Bartley,, 32 years, of Orange Walk had been charged along with an Ame-
rican, Dennis Wilson, with the possession of 940 1lbs, of Marijuana. The of=-
fence took place on 1 May 1984 when Bartley had driven a van full of 32 sacks
of Marijuana to the Sarteneja airstrip ready for exportation. A plane landed
shortly after Bartley's van arrived. A joint Police-BDF party who were lay-
ing in walt as a result of information received, sprang into action and ar-
rested both Bartley and Wilson, while some other persons managed to escape,

The case was heard by the Chief Magistrate, Mr George Singh, sitting at
Corozal on 7 May 1984. Bartley pleaded guilty to the charge and was fined
$15,000(Bze. ccy). The Prosecution appealed to the Supreme Court the
ground that the sentence was unduly lenient. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 8)
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detailed excavation as
it progressed.

The June 28 cache
discovery cul inates
several scasons of re-
scarch at the gite of
S8anta Rita, Corozal by
Drs. Diane and Arlen
Chase, a husband and
wife archcological tecam
from the University of
Central Florida. Al-
though they have found
othor Postclassic ca-
ches at this former
Maya capital city, none
approximates the pre-
servation or ideologi-
cal significance of the
present find.

Dr Arlen F, Chase,Pro-
ject Field Director,dis-
covered the cache on a
routinc inspection of
the excavations into
Structure 37, a small
and low building whose
remains measure less
that 18 fcet by 12
fcet and is raised no
more than 3 fcet above
the ground. Within the
core of this construc-
tion, he found a lidded
pot placed within a
pit and sealed bencath
a later floor.

"When the lid was

removed and inverted,
but claborately paint-
ed, pottery vesscl was
revealed wedged inside"
Chase said.
The actual form of the
central figure became
clcar only after being
transferred to the la-
boratory following its
in=ficld recording. In
front of a brcathless
ficld crew, the inner
figurc was carcfully
lifted from its contai-
ner.

"The central pottery
vesscl represents the
most elaborate and best

Post-
(A.D.

preserved Late
classic period
1350 - 1550) cache fi-
gurc known,'" said Pro-
jeet Dircctor, Dr Diane
Chase. "This inner
pottery picce is mode-
led, stuccoed, and ex-
quisitcly painted. It
portrays a diving
Postclassic deity with

Maya earth monster at-
tributes."

Inside this unique
effigy was an offering
of jade and shell
beads, picces of tur-
qoise and native cop-
per, and a small piece

of sheet gold. The lid-
ded vessel scerved to

crecate an air - tight
scal for the cffigy,
thus preserving the

elaborate but delicate

colors. Given the al-
ternatively wet and
dry soil of the tro-
pics, such preserva=
tion is most unusual
for any Maya pottery
which has been painted

only after firing.
Known since the turn
of the century, Santa
Rita was first documen-
ted as an important
Postclassic city by
British physician Tho=-
mas Gann, an archcolo-
gist by avocation. Al=-
though the Chases' ox-
cavations focus prima-
rily on this Postcla=-
ssic period, carlicr
remains from Santa
Rita are just as spcc-
tacular and include a
Middle Clasic(ca. A.D.
500) burial containing
ninc polychromec vesscels

and onc stonce tripod
container, carved bones
and jade and shell
beads.

The Chases have been
concentrating on defi-
ning the Postclassic

scttlement ana ritual
patterns that exist
there. Spanish histo=-
rical records indicate
that the site should
have had a population
of scveral thousand;
archeological cvidence
indicates that more
than 200 buildings re=-
main along a natural
bluff above Corozal
Town. banta Rita, ca=-
pital of the Postcla=-

ssic province of Chetu-
mal, was well situa=
ted in relation to
marine resourcces and
riverine trade routes.
The site also control=-
led honey and cacao

(chocolate) trade, as
well as scerving as a
religious center.

Dr Dianc Chase is
firmly convinced that
these particular kinds
of deposits arc asso=-
ciated with Maya New
Ycar's ccremonics car-
ricd out in Postclassic
regional capitals.

"The value of  this
contextual deposit to
furthering an under=-
standing of Postclassic
finds from Santa Rita,
to allow a redifinition
of our current concep-
tions of Postclassic Ma-
ya civilization,"

GOVERNOR

The Governor Uencral
of Belize Dame Minita
Gordon has returned
home after visiting Ca-
nada and the United
hingdom.

During her visit to
Canada, Dame Minita was

conferred an lionorary
Doctor of Laws degree

from Victoria Universi-
ty in Uritish Colombia
in recognition of her
devotion to the service

of others, and for her
contribution to the ad=-
vancement of man. \Vhile

in Canada, the Governor
General was also  guest
of honour at a lunchcon
hosted by the Licute=-
nant Governor of Vic-
toria.

She also
number of

visited a
educational

RETURNS FROM
CANADA, U.K VISITS

GENERAL

institutions, including
the Royal Roads Mili-
tary Collcge and the
Pearson's United world
College.

Un her
don, the

visit to Lon=-
Governor Gene=-
ral was received at
Buckingham Palace by
Qucen Elizabeth XI who
presented her with the
dignity of an ordinary
First Class Dame Grand
Cross of the Most
vistinguished Order of
bt Michael and St
George.

Dame Minita is the
first woman of the Com=-
monwealth to hold the
officec of Governor Ge=-
ncral and the first Be-
lizcan woman to reccecive
the GCMG.

SAN PEDRO
WIN
A

-MAYA irway:

FLY MAYA = FLY THE BEST!

FLY IN TWIN-ENGINED SAFETY
AND COMFORT TO

FREE
ROUND TRIP TICKET IN OUR
WEEKLY DRAW

MAYA - THE PROFESSIOMAL AIRLINE

AND

DOMINICA COOPERATIVE
OFFICERS VISITING

Three Cooperative
Officers from the
island of Dominica in
the Eastern Caribbean,
arc presently in Belize
on an observation tour
of fishing cooperatives
and beckeeping coopera-
tivese.

They are Mr Ortneal
Clarke, Mr Robert An-
selm and Mr Joseph Car-
bon. They arrived in
Belize on July 11.Their

visit is slated to last
onc month.
Mr Clarke specializes

in beckeeping coopera-
tives and Mr Ansclm
and Mr Carbon arc in-
terested in fishing
cooperatives.

The thrce Dominican

officials have alrecady
met with,executives of
some of Belize's fish-
ing and beckceping co-
operatives.
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